
Sagent Behavioral Health  
Statement of Position on Conversion Therapy 

As a behavioral health organization committed to ethical, evidence-based care, Sagent 

Behavioral Health explicitly prohibits any form of “conversion therapy.” A substantial and 
growing body of research has demonstrated that “conversion therapy” is not only 

ineffective, but also harmful to the mental health and well-being of individuals. Regardless 

of the legality, these practices have been associated with increased risk of depression, 
anxiety, self-harm, and suicidality, particularly among LGBTQ+ individuals. As such, they 

are inconsistent with our core mission to promote psychological health, dignity, and 
respect for all people. 

We affirm and align our policies with the positions of leading professional organizations, 

including the American Psychological Association (APA), the American Psychiatric 

Association (APA),  the American Medical Association (AMA), the American Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT), the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), 

the American Counseling Association (ACA), and the National Association for Addiction 
Professionals (NAADAC), all of which oppose conversion “therapy” and support affirming, 

client-centered care. These organizations emphasize that treatment should foster 

acceptance, support authentic identity development, and promote resilience rather than 
attempt to change intrinsic aspects of a person’s identity. 

Our organization is dedicated to providing inclusive, affirming, and culturally responsive 

services. We uphold the ethical standards of our professions by recognizing and valuing 
the diverse identities of those we serve and by creating a safe environment that supports 

authenticity, self-determination, and behavioral health. 
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